Child abuse and neglect: the dental assistant's role in prevention.
Child abuse and neglect are growing at ever increasing rates in the U.S. It is not only within the purview of dental practice to identify and report suspected cases, it is also required by state law. An appropriate child abuse and neglect protocol in your dental practice is the best defense children may have to prevent these problems. Talk about abuse and neglect at your staff meetings. Be aware of the warning signs, know what to consider when you see an injury, and know how to make a report. When you see a child that may be a victim, remember that everyone else in the dental office has seen the same child and may have useful information. Talk privately among yourselves about what you see and hear. Encourage your dentist to fulfill his or her legal obligation to report suspected cases, but understand that anyone can make a report, whether specified as a mandated reporter or not. Remember that breaking the cycle of child abuse and neglect not only can make your patient happier and healthier, it may save a child's life.